
Pre-AP U.S. History I 

Summer Reading Assignment 2016 
 

Welcome to a great opportunity for academic achievement in AP History.  In September, we will begin our two-year 

study of American History, which will culminate with the AP Exam in May 2018.  AP History represents much 

more than an increased workload and greater demands; it allows the student and teacher to explore some of the more 

complex questions in American History.  Our starting point in September will be the first European colonists and 

their settlement of the Americas.  While English colonization began in Virginia, it is the landing of the Pilgrims in 

Plymouth that often captures, rightly or wrongly, the attention of the history books.  Your summer assignment is to 

read Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War by Nathaniel Philbrick (Penguin Books, 2007.  ISBN# 

0143111973) and follow the instructions below.  If you have trouble finding the book in a local library and choose to 

buy it, most online sellers have it for just under $11.00.  (Be advised that there is a “young adult” version of this 

book with a slightly altered title being read by students entering non-Pre AP U.S. I classes.  This particular version 

doesn’t cover many of the details that you will be expected to know from the one that you are required to read.  It is 

not an acceptable alternative.) 
 

Most people know the basic story of the Pilgrims and the Mayflower, but it is Philbrick’s contention that the typical 

textbook story has little basis in the details of the actual events, from the voyage and the colony that was developed 

to their complex relationship with Native Americans.  Philbrick gives readers a compelling look at the early history 

of the Plymouth colony from its beginning up to the late 17th century and the war that destroyed much of New 

England.  The information given in the book will be an integral part of class discussions and assignments for the first 

month of the course.  It is therefore very important that you read the book carefully and critically.   
 

In addition to carefully reading this book, you have two specific assignments: 
 

1. At the time of the first so-called Thanksgiving (in 1621) the English settlers and Native Americans had 

arguably developed a good relationship.  Write a 1-2 page paper analyzing who or what was primarily 

responsible for souring that good relationship in the half century that followed ending with King Philip’s 

War in 1675-76. Your paper must be typed and double-spaced in no less than 12-point font in Times New 

Roman.  You must use specific information from the book (including quotes) to support your generalizations.  

Note these with parenthetical references.  Your paper will be evaluated on the strength and quality of your 

argument, your coverage of the appropriate information from the book, structure, grammar, and word usage.  

This paper is due on the first day of school in September.  Please note that you will be required to post your 

paper to turnitin.com after class on the first day of school, so be sure to save an electronic copy.  

 

2. You must be prepared to discuss, in detail, each of the following topics on the first day of school in 

September.  Be prepared to be tested on one or more of these topics at the start of the new school year.   

 The cross cultural exchange between the 1st generation of settlers and the Native Americans.  

 The cultural and economic responses of the colonists to the Indians of North America 

 The impact of King Philip’s War on the relationship between white settlers and the Native Americans. 

 The similarities and the differences between the 1st and 2nd generation of white settlers in New England (for 

e.g., their commitment to the Church and their relationship with Indians).   

 Religious beliefs and intolerance of the Pilgrims 

 The relationship between the Pilgrims and the more numerous Puritans in Massachusetts Bay 

 
 

You should now consider yourself an AP student.  An AP student is a college-level student who has accepted the 

work and responsibilities that go with enrollment in a college.  It is your responsibility to go beyond what you 

consider to be “normal” expectations to give your best effort on all assignments.  Your effort on this assignment will 

be seen in your paper and in your understanding of the material in September.  Your performance will tell us a lot 

about what kind of work you intend to do next term and what sort of grade you expect.   
 

Have a great summer.  If you have any questions feel free to see Mr. Kyle prior to the end of the year.  For questions over the summer, 

email Mr. Kyle at jkyle@pthsd.net.  


